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to divert you from remembering God, and from prayer. Will ye
not, therefore, abstain ?" In an earlier command (Koran n, 216.)
he had left it doubtful: " They will ask thee concerning wine
and lots. Answer, In both there is great sin, and things of use
to men, but their sinfulness is greater." The discretion which
seemed granted in this passage is abrogated in the former. Adul-
tery and all illicit intercourse are forbidden: the number of
wives he restricted to four, and rendered divorce less easy. He
prohibited the practice of burying alive female infants, and hosti-
lities between different tribes, whom he taught to regard one
another as brethren. But if we extend our view beyond this
limited horizon, and estimate him as the author of anew religion,
which has been accepted by so many nations, whatever moral
improvement he may have effected among the Arabs sinks into
insignificance with the evils inflicted on more populous coun-
tries ; and we may pronounce him the scourge of Gocl, raised
up to punish his professing people, who had so adulterated the
true faith with human corruptions, as to have impaired, if
not destroyed, its efficacy. More fully does he deserve the
title than an Attila, or any other military conqueror, whose
devastations, however calamitous, are but temporary; whereas
Islam, from the truth admixed with it, and its plausibility, lays
hold of the mind of the idolater, and instead of being, as some
have hoped, the pioneer of Christianity, is its most formidable
opponent, not only by satisfying those who had grown ashamed
of polytheism, but by representing it as a more refined idolatry,
which commands the worship of three gods. We should also
remember that it was long before it came into contact with the
heathen, and that its first triumphs were over the Christians in
Syria and Egypt, and the religion of Zoroaster in Persia, which
also acknowledges but one Deity. sjAfHhe outset of his
career Mohammed only claimed the office of an Admonisher,
placing Judaism and Christianity on the same level with the re-
velation made to himself, and denouncing as an intolerable pre-
sumption the maintaining that there is only one faith in which a
man can be saved. But when settled at Medina he first (Koran
XXIT.) permits his followers to defend themselves, then (LXI.)